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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This action is in response to the amendment filed January 27, 2004. 



2. 



Claims 1-31 have been examined and are pending with this action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that- 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-9, 13-24, and 28-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 

anticipated by Ortega, III et aL (US 6,952,743 B2). 

INDEPENDENT: 

As per claim 1, Ortega, III teaches a method for identifying host information at a 
physical layer of an information handling system, the information handling system 
including a host computer, the method comprising the steps of: 

issuing a command from a host computer, the command being issued in a first 



transport protocol (see col.4, lines 54-58: "The SCSI control block interface (SCBI) 
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provides a method to pass SCSI commands... without the need for modules to have 
knowledge of the protocols used by other modules"); and 

sending a host information command to a device, the host information command 
including a host identifier identifying the host that issued the command (see col. 22, 
"initiatorHandle... ") and a tag identifying a reissued command, the reissued command 
including the command reissued in a second transport protocol (see col.18, lines 38-41: 
"the BET processes the SCB into a protocol structure used by the storage device and 
sends the communication over a port to a network" and col. 36, lines 33-35). 

As per claim 19, Ortega, III teaches an information handling system for 
identifying host information at a physical layer of an information handling system, the 
information handling system comprising: 

a host computer, the host computer issuing a command in a first transport 
protocol (see col.4, lines 54-58: "The SCSI control block interface (SCBI) provides a 
method to pass SCSI commands... without the need for modules to have knowledge of 
the protocols used by other modules"); 

a device (see Fig.1); and 

an appliance, the appliance sending a host information command to the device, 
the host information command including a host identifier identifying the host that issued 
the command (see col.22, "initiatorHandle... ") and a tag identifying a reissued 
command, the reissued command including the command reissued in a second 
transport protocol (see col.18, lines 38-41: "the BET processes the SCB into a protocol 
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structure used by the storage device and sends the communication over a port to a 
network" and col.36, lines 33-35). 

As per claim 31, Ortega, III teaches a data structure for identifying host 
information at a physical layer, the data structure comprising: 
a protocol page field (see col. 34: lines 14-67) ; 
a page format field (see col.22, "payloadType"); 

a tag field for associating the data structure to a host issued command (see 
col. 18, lines 38-41: "the BET processes the SCB into a protocol structure used by the 
storage device and sends the communication over a port to a network" and col.36, lines 
33-35); 

a byte number field for identifying a number of bytes of host information, the host 
information identifying the host computer that issued the host issued command (see 
col.22, "initiatorHandle... "); and 

a payload field, the payload field including at least a portion of the host 
information (see col.9, lines 24-27: "payload field"). 

DEPENDENT: 

As per claims 2 and 20, which respectively depend on claims 1 and 19, Ortega, 
III teaches further comprising the step of: reissuing the command to the device, the 
command being reissued in the second transport protocol (see col. 18, lines 38-41). 
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As per claims 3 and 21, which respectively depend on claims 1 and 19, Ortega, 
III further teaches wherein the device does not support command queuing, further 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving a response from the device, the response being sent following a receipt 
of the host information command by the device (see col. 7, lines 45-50); and 

reissuing the command to the device, the command being reissued in the second 
transport protocol (see col. 18, lines 38-41). 

As per claim 4, which depends on claim 1 , Ortega, III further teaches wherein an 
appliance performs the step of sending a host information command to a device (see 
Fig.1 and col. 18, lines 38-41). 

As per claim 5, which depends on claim 1 , Ortega, III further teaches wherein an 
appliance performs the step of reissuing the command to the device (see Fig.1 and 
col. 18, lines 38-41). 

As per claims 6 and 22, which respectively depend on claims 1 and 19, Ortega, 
III further teaches wherein an appliance receives the command issued from the host 
computer. 

As per claim 7, which depends on claim 3, Ortega, III further teaches wherein 
the appliance receives a response from the device (see col. 7, lines 45-50) and reissues 
the command to the device (see col. 18, lines 38-41). 

As per claims 8 and 23, which respectively depend on claims 1 and 19, Ortega, 
III teaches further comprising the step of: 

providing device access to the host computer (see col.4, lines 59-62). 
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As per claims 9 and 24, which respectively depend on claims 1 and 19, Ortega, 
III teaches further comprising the step of: 

executing the reissued command (see col. 7, lines 45-47). 

As per claim 13, which depends on claim 1 , Ortega, III further teaches wherein 
the first transport of protocol includes a SCSI protocol (see col.1, lines 66-67 and col.36, 
lines 44-48). 

As per claims 14 and 28, which respectively depend on claims 1 and 19, Ortega, 
III further teaches wherein the first transport protocol is iSCSI, FCP, SRP, SSP, U320, 
or SBP (see col.36, lines 38-40). 

As per claim 15, which depends on claim 1, Ortega, III further teaches wherein 
the second transport protocol includes a SCSI protocol (see col.1, lines 66-67 and 
col.36, lines 58-60). 

As per claim 16 and 29, which respectively depend on claims 1 and 19, Ortega, 
III further teaches wherein the second transport protocol is iSCSI, FCP, SRP, SSP, 
U320, or SCP (see col.36, lines 38-40). 

As per claim 17, which depends on claim 1, Ortega, III further teaches wherein 
first transport protocol is equivalent to the second transport protocol (see col. 19, Iines8- 
19). 

As per claims 18 and 30, which respectively depend on claims 1 and 19, Ortega, 
III further teaches wherein the host identifier includes at least one of a port World Wide 
name, a node World Wide name, a source identifier, an initiator identifier, an appliance 
port relative address, an iSCSI name, an Internet Protocol version 4 address (IPv4), an 
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Internet Protocol version 6 address (IPv6), an infiniband (IB) Global Identifier, a serial 
attached SCSI (SAS) initiator address, an IEEE identifier, or a node identifier (see 
col.22, "initiatorHandle"). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 10-12 and 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Ortega, III et al. (US 6,952,743 B2) in view of Zhao (US 

2002/0124007). 

As per claims 10 and 25, which respectively depend on claims 9 and 24, Ortega, 
III does not teach wherein the step of executing the reissued command further 
comprising the steps of: creating a priority database, the priority database associating a 
priority parameter and a command from a host, the priority parameter being a metric 
measuring a relative execution property of the command in the association; and 
executing the reissued command, based in part on the priority database. 

Zhao teaches creating a priority database, the priority database associating a 
priority parameter and a command from a host, the priority parameter being a metric 
measuring a relative execution property of the command in the association; and 
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executing the reissued command, based in part on the priority database (see page 8, 
[0061], 2 nd to last sentence). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Ortega, III in view of Zhao by implementing 
creating a priority database, the priority database associating a priority parameter and a 
command from a host, the priority parameter being a metric measuring a relative 
execution property of the command in the association; and executing the reissued 
command, based in part on the priority database. One would be motivated to do so 
because Ortega, III teaches that commands are queued to determine time to process 
(see col. 9, lines 7-16). 

As per claims 11 and 26, which respectively depend on claims 9 and 24, Ortega, 
III does not teach wherein the command includes a command for accessing encrypted 
data of the storage device, further comprising the step of: decrypting the data based on 
the host information command. 

Zhao teaches a command for accessing encrypted data of the storage device, 
further comprising the step of: decrypting the data based on the host information 
command (see page 9, [0069]). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Ortega, III in view of Zhao by implementing 
decrypting the data based on the host information command. One would be motivated 
to do so because encryption and decryption are processes known and employed to one 
of ordinary skill in the are to secure data when the data is communicated and stored. 
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As per claim 12 and 27, which respectively depend on claims 9 and 24, although 
Ortega, III further teaches wherein the command includes a command for writing data to 
the storage device (see col.2, line 18), Ortega, III does not teach further comprising the 
step of: encrypting the data based on the host information command. 

Zhao teaches encrypting the data based on the host information command (see 
page 9, [0069]). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Ortega, III in view of Zhao by implementing 
encrypting the data based on the host information command. One would be motivated 
to do so because encryption and decryption are processes known and employed to one 
of ordinary skill in the are to secure data when the data is communicated and stored. 

Conclusion 

5. For the reasons above, claims 1-31 have been rejected and remain pending. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Y. Won whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3993. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th: 7AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Michael Won/ 
Primary Examiner 
August 30, 2007 



